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Amended claims follow: 

1 , (Currently Amended) A method for establishing a cryptographic key 
between a first node and a second node, comprising: 

sending a first message from the first node to the second node, wherein the first 
message requests establishing the cryptographic key; 

sending a second message from the second node to a key distribution center, 
wherein the second message includes a first node identifier for the first node, a second 
node identifier for the second node 5 and a message authentication code created using a 
second node key belonging to the second node; 

recreating the second node key at the key distribution center, wherein the second 
node key was previously created using the second node identifier and a secret key known 
only to the key distribution center; 

verifying at the key distribution center the message authentication code in the 
second message using the second node key; and 

if the message authentication code is verified, 

creating the cryptographic key at the key distribution center, and 
communicating the cryptographic key to the second node and the 
first node; 

wherein an update of a key distribution center database of shared keys is[, at least 
in part,] capable of being avoided when at least one of the nodes is unfamiliar; 

wherein communicating the cryptographic key to the second node and the first 
node includes: 

encrypting a hash value and the cryptographic key using the second node key to 
create a first encrypted key; 

recreating a first node key belonging to the first node, wherein the first node key 
was previously created using the secret key and the first node identifier; 

encrypting the hash value and the cryptographic key using the first node key to 
create a second encrypted key; 
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sending a third message from the key distribution center to the second node, 
wherein the third message includes the first encrypted key and the second encrypted key; 

decrypting at the second node the first encrypted key from the third message to 
recover the hash value and the cryptographic key; 
verifying the hash value; and 
if the hash value is verified, 

sending a fourth message to the first node from the second node, 
wherein the fourth message includes the second encrypted key and a key 
confirmation value so that the first node can confirm that the 
cryptographic key has been established, 

decrypting at the first node the second encrypted key from the 
fourth message to recover the hash value and the cryptographic key, 
verifying the hash value, 

establishing at the first node that the second node has the 
cryptographic key, and 

if the hash value is verified and it is established at the first node 
that the second node has the cryptographic key, 
sending a fifth message to the second node from the first node so that the second 
node can confirm that the cryptographic key has been established; 

wherein the first message includes the first node identifier, the second node 
identifier, a third identifier for the key distribution center, and a first nonce, wherein a 
nonce is a random number selected for message confirmation purposes that has a 
statistically low probability of being reused; 

wherein the second message includes the third identifier, the second node 
identifier, the first node identifier, a second nonce, the first nonce» and the message 
authentication code, wherein the message authentication code is created from the th ird 
identifier, the second node identifier, the first node identifier, the second nonce, and the 
first nonce: 

wherein verifying the message authentication code includes: 



PAGE 6/27*RCVD AT 12/13/2005 8:24:20 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 ■ DNIS:2738300* CSID:4089714660* DURATION (mm-ss):07-00 



DEC. 1 3. 2005 5:35PM ZILKA-KOTAB, PC 

-4- 



NO. 1322 P. 7 



creating a test message authentication code from the third identifier, the 
second node identifier, the first node identifier, the second nonce, an d the first 
nonce using the second node key: and 

comparing the test message authentication code with the message 
authentication code: 

wherein the hash value is created from the second node identifier, the first node 
identifier, the second nonce, and the first nonce; 

wherein the third message includes the second node identifier, the first node 
identifier, the second encrypted key, and the first encrypted key . 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [7] 1, wherein validating the 
v hash value at the occond nodo inctudes: 

creating a first test hash value from the second node identifier, the first node 
identifier, the second nonce, and the first nonce; and 

comparing the first test hash value with the hash value. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the fourth message includes the 
first node identifier, the second node identifier, the second nonce, the first encrypted key, 
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and a first confirmation value, wherein the first confirmation value has been encrypted 
with the cryptographic key. 

1 0. (Original) The method of claim 9, wherein the first confirmation value 
includes the second nonce and the first nonce. 

1 1 . (Previously Amended) The method of claim 10, wherein verifying the 
hash value includes: 

creating a second test hash value from the second node identifier, the first node 
identifier, the second nonce, and the first nonce; and 

comparing the second test hash value with the hash value. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1 1, wherein establishing at the first node 
that the second node has the cryptographic key includes: 

decrypting the first confirmation value using the cryptographic key; and 
verifying that the first nonce is what was sent in the first message. 

1 3 . (Original) The method of claim 1 2, wherein the fifth message includes: 
the second node identifier, the first node identifiers and a second confirmation 

value. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 13, wherein creating the second 
confirmation value at the first node includes: 

reordering the first nonce and the second nonce recovered by decrypting the first 
confirmation value to create the second confiitnation value; and 

encrypting the second confirmation value using the cryptographic key. 

1 5 . (Original) The method of claim 1 4, wherein confirming at the second node 
that the cryptographic key has been established includes: 

decrypting the second confirmation value using the cryptographic key; and 
verifying that the second nonce was sent in the second message. 
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1 6 . (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

creating the second node key, wherein the second node key is created using the 
secret key and the second node identifier; and 

installing the second node key into the second node prior to deployment of the 
second node. 

1 7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
creating the first node key, wherein the first node key is created using the secret 

key and the first node identifier; and 

installing the first node key into the first node prior to deployment of the first 

node. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium storing 
instructions that when executed by a computer cause the computer to perform a method 
for establishing a cryptographic key between a first node and a second node, the method 
comprising: 

sending a first message from the first node to the second node, wherein the first 
message requests establishing the cryptographic key; 

sending a second message from the second node to a key distribution center, 
wherein the second message includes a first node identifier for the first node, a second 
node identifier for the second node, and a message authentication code created using a 
second node key belonging to the second node; 

recreating the second node key at the key distribution center, wherein the second 
node key was previously created using the second node identifier and a secret key known 
only to the key distribution center; 

verifying at the key distribution center the message authentication code in the 
second message using the second node key; and 

if the message authentication code is verified, 

creating the cryptographic key at the key distribution center, and 



PAGE 9/27 * RCVD AT 12/13/2005 8:24:20 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 * DM8:2738300 9 CSID:4089714660* DURATION (mm-ss):07-00 



DEC. 1 3. 2005 5:35PM Z I L KA-KOTAB, PC 

-7- 



NO. 1 322 P. 



10 



communicating the cryptographic key to the second node and the 
first node; 

wherein an update of a key distribution center database of shared keys is[ 9 at least 
in part,] capable of being avoided when at least one of the nodes is unfamiliar; 

wherein communicating the cryptographic key to the second node and the first 
node includes: 

encrypting a hash value and the cryptographic key using the second node key to 
create a first encrypted key; 

recreating a first node key belonging to the first node, wherein the first node key 
was previously created using the secret key and the first node identifier; 

encrypting the hash value and the cryptographic key using the first node key to 
create a second encrypted key; 

sending a third message from the key distribution center to the second node, 
wherein the third message includes the first encrypted key and the second encrypted key; 

decrypting at the second node the first encrypted key from the third message to 
recover the hash value and the cryptographic key; 
verifying the hash value; and 
if the hash value is verified, 

sending a fourth message to the first node from the second node, 
wherein the fourth message includes the second encrypted key, 

decrypting at the first node the second encrypted key from the 
fourth message to recover the hash value and the cryptographic key, 
verifying the hash value, 

establishing at the first node that the second node has the 
cryptographic key, and 

if the hash value is verified and it is established at the first node 
that the second node lias the cryptographic key, 
sending a fifth message to the second node from the first node so that the second 
node can confirm that the cryptographic key has been established; 

wherein the first message includes the first node identifier , the second node 
identifier, a third identifier for the key distribution center, and a firs t nonce, wherein a 
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nonce is a random number selected for message confirmation purposes that has a 
statistically low probability of being reused; 

wherein the second message includes the third identifier, the second node 
identifier the first node identifier, a second nonce, the first nonce, an d the message 
authentication code, wherein the message authentication code is creat ed from the third 
identifier, the second node identifier, the first node identifier, the second nonce, and the 
first nonce; 

wherein verifying the message authentication code includes: 

creating a test message authentication code from the third identifier, the 

second node identifier, the first node identifier, the second no nce, and the first 

nonce using the second node kev: and 

comparing the test message authentication code with the message 

authentication code; 

wherein the hash value is created from the second node ident ifier, the first node 
identifier, the second nonce, and the first nonce; 

wherein the third message includes the second node identifier, the first node 
identifier, the second encrypted key, and the first encrypted key . 

19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Currently Amended) An apparatus that facilitates establishing a 
cryptographic key between a first node and a second node, comprising: 

a first sending mechanism that is configured to send a first message from the first 
node to the second node, wherein the first message requests establishing the 
cryptographic key; 

a second sending mechanism that is configured to send a second message from 
the second node to a key distribution center, wherein the second message includes a first 
node identifier for the first node, a second node identifier for the second node, and a 
message authentication code created using a second node key belonging to the second 
node; 
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a key recreating mechanism that is configured to recreate the second node key at 
the key distribution center, wherein the second node key was previously created using the 
second node identifier and a secret key known only to the key distribution center; 

a first verifying mechanism at the key distribution center that is configured to 
verify the message authentication code in the second message using the second node key; 

a creating mechanism that is configured to create the cryptographic key at the key 
distribution center; 

a communicating mechanism that is configured to communicate the cryptographic 
key to the second node and the first node; 

an encrypting mechanism that is configured to encrypt a hash value and the 
cryptographic key using the second node key to create a first encrypted key; 

^ e k e y recreating mechanism that is further configured to recreate a first node 
key belonging to the first node, wherein the first node key was previously created using 
the secret key and the first node identifier; 

the encrypting mechanism that is further configured to encrypt the hash value and 
the cryptographic key using the first node key to create a second encrypted key; 

a third sending mechanism that is configured to send a third message from the key 
distribution center to the second node, wherein the third message includes the first 
encrypted key and the second encrypted key; 

a first decrypting mechanism at the second node that is configured to decrypt the 
first encrypted key from the third message to recover the hash value and the 
cryptographic key; 

a second verifying mechanism that is configured to verify the hash value; and 
the second sending mechanism that is further configured to send a fourth message 

to the first node from the second node, wherein the fourth message includes the second 

encrypted key, 

a second decrypting mechanism at the first node that is configured to decrypt the 
second encrypted key from the fourth message to recover the hash value and the 
cryptographic key, 

a third verifying mechanism that is configured to verify the hash value, 
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an establishing mechanism at the first node that is configured to establish that the 
second node has the cryptographic key, and 

the first sending mechanism that is further configured to send a fifth message to 
the second node from the first node so that the second node can confirm that the 
cryptographic key has been established; 

wherein an update of a key distribution center database of shared keys is[, at least 
in part,] capable of being avoided when at least one of the nodes is unfamiliar; 

wherein the first message includes the first node ide ntifier, the second node 
identifier, a third identifier for the key distribution center, and a first nonce, wherein a 
nonce is a random number selected for message confirma tion purposes that has a 
statistically low probability of being reused; 

wherein the second message includes the th ird identifier, the second node 
identifier, the first node identifier, a second nonce, the first nonce, and the message 
authentication code, wherein the message authentication co de is created from the third 
identifier, the second node identifier the first node identifier, the second nonce, and the 
first nonce: 

wherein yerifyins the message authentication cod e includes: 

creating a test message authentication cod e from the thii^d identifier, the 

second node identifier, the first node identifier, the seco nd nonce, and the first 

nonce using the second node key; and 

comparing the test message authentication code with the message 

authentication code; 

wherein the hash value is created from the second node identifier, the first node 
identifier the second nonce, and the first nonce: 

wherein the third message includes the second node ident ifier, the first node 
identifier, the second encrypted key, and the firs t encrypted kev. 

21. (Cancelled) 



PAGE 13/27 * RCVD AT 12/13/2005 8:24:20 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 * DNIS:2738300 ■ CSID:4089714660 ■ DURATION (mm*s}:0740 



